rrom me confessions: * <orive us mat inou com-mandest, and then command what Thou wilt.' Pelagius c warmly resisted' the sentiment, says Augustine. If we have not already the strength to observe the Commandments, the command itself is dishonoured, and moral indolence is perilously encouraged. But it was not until the year 410 that he met the great African bishop. He left Rome in 409, when Alaric was threatening the city, and sailed for Syracuse with his pupil and companion, Ccelestius. Ccelestius was an advocate of some capacity, who had been converted to an ascetic life by Pelagius. Prosper affirms that he was sexless, from a congenital defect, so that he was providentially equipped with a fine qualification for the defence of Pelagiamsm. However, the two monks proceeded with the famous Rufinus to Syracuse, and shortly afterwards sailed for Hippo. Augustine was occupied with the Donatists at Carthage at the time, and they went to see him there. They saw little of each other, however, owing to Augustine's preoccupation, and Pelagius soon departed for therote a long letter on nature and grace to Paulinas in 405, in which Augustine's practised faculty discovered —ten years afterwards »~~a complete betrayal of his heresy,
